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Numerous students are coming to school 
with their iPads NOT CHARGED.  Please 
make sure students are charging at night 
(especially Sunday night).  Thank you for 
your help!

8th Graders we have the following schools 
coming to present about the programs at 
their schools.  You will need to sign up 
with the QR codes given on page 6 or in 
Mr. Jenney’s classroom.
• East IB:  Thursday, November 4 during 

CHARGE
• North BioMed:  Wednesday, November 

10 at 2:30
• Northwest Early College:  November 16 

during CHARGE

Please see the flyer below for Heights High 
School’s Astronomy Family Event.  They 
will have the Kansas Astronomical 
Observers bring out their big telescopes so 
we can look at the night sky. They also 
have science exhibits and activities all up 
and down the science hall for people to 
look at, and participate in. This includes 
rocket propulsion demos, flame tests, 
microscopes, gravity demos, water bottle 
rockets and much more! There will also be 
some concessions for sale to benefit our 
new Science Olympiad team. 

Have questions about homework? The 
Homework Hotline is here to help! 
Students at all grade levels who have 
questions about their assignments can call 
or email the Homework Hotline. The 
Homework Hotline is open Monday 
through Thursday from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Call for help: 973-4411. 

Need help with math homework?  
Carnegie has developed a website to give 
hints to all practice problems.  Visit  

https://livehint.com/ for help with practice 
problems in the homework. 

Absent?  Contact Maria Colchado 
(mcolchado@usd259.net) in the office.  
Also, just a reminder, if you are planning 
on being absent please let the teachers 
know so we can give you the work ahead 
of time. Remember for school excused 
absences (athletics, music, NAL, IB 
shadowing, etc) all work is due the day you 
return. 

Make sure you are checking 
Parent/Student Vue to see your current 
grades. Please contact any teacher if you 
have questions, thank you for your 
support!

R O B I N S O N  
S O C I A L  M E DIA

Facebook
@RobinsonUSD259

Instagram
@robinsonramsms259

Twitter
@RobinsonMidSch

Tech Help?

bit.ly/RMSTech911

973-HELP (4357).  

Rapid Identity:

Username:  pupil ID

Microsoft 0365

Username:  pupil 

ID@usd259.net

Student Email 

Address:

firstname.lastname@ 

students.usd259.net

Community 
Service

6th Grade:  15 Hours
7th Grade:  20 Hours
8th Grade:  25 Hours

Submission Form

https://livehint.com/
mailto:mcolchado@usd259.net
http://bit.ly/RMSTech911
https://www.usd259.org/Page/11952
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Community Service

Submit Community Service Hours Online

6th Grade:  15 Hours
7th Grade:  20 Hours
8th Grade:  25 Hours

Students need to submit the form and be logged in to their District Microsoft Account.
Submission Form

Know of a Community Service Opportunity?  
Email Denise Van Horn at dvanhorn@usd259.net to 

include on this page.  

United Way has a website that lists volunteer 

opportunities for teens.  For more information, 

visit http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a 

website (www.volunteerkansas.org) for 

people who want to find exciting and useful 

ways to engage in their community.  Students 

can browse opportunities to volunteer by 

location or by their interests.

Robinson Foundation Concessions
We're looking for student and parent volunteers for 
concessions at sporting events. Would it be a good 

item for the newsletter? Link to sign up is 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E49A

AAC28AAFA7-robinson

https://www.usd259.org/Page/11952
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F20F0E49AAAC28AAFA7-robinson&data=04%7C01%7Cdvanhorn%40usd259.net%7C942ef4f600b84e393d5e08d981bbeb07%7C4c8e5fff833944f18c5a7cf5e537e6da%7C0%7C0%7C637683467998609880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Nc%2BqWP4h%2BZ1ayycUQ08xmgZ0pYu1q1ujwtjBz2V8qPs%3D&reserved=0


This week we will power on to the third topic of 
M2Relating Quantities: Unit Rates and 
Conversions. Luckily, we learned part of this in 
Science class already, so it will be a nice review as 
well as an extension of what we already 
know. Please continue encouraging the Mathia at 
home about an hour a week for enrichment and 
practice.

This week we will wrap up the bodies and 
systems unit as well as start our investigation of 
the water cycle and weather. We've seen some 
volatile weather lately, so we will research 
causes and reasons for the many unusual 
recent weather patterns.

Last week we learned about Jane Goodall while 
practicing our summarizing skills. For extra fun, 
your child may want to check out the 
documentary on Disney+ about Jane 
Goodall. The next story we will be reading is 
about Hachiko. We will revisit narrative plot, 
theme, and summarizing.

Students finished their papers on Hammurabi's 
Code last week. Now we move on to Egypt! The 
focus of our Egyptian studies will be on how the 
Nile and the Egyptian belief in the afterlife 
impacted their society.

Students will add a recording to their portfolio 
this week that shows that they can ask and 
answer questions about their identity. They will 
also get practice describing some activities that 
like or don't like to do.

Students will continue working in the textbook, 
in the "Animal Allies" unit. This week, they will 
be reading historical fiction: "Hachiko: The True 
Story of a Loyal Dog".
Thursday is library day!!

This week, students will begin a unit on 
Ratios. We continue to review and reteach 
previous topics, Target Checks happen 
often! Students are learning to look at their 
mistakes and find their errors!!

Students will continue to practice talking about 
their identity and asking a friend about theirs 
this week and we will begin to describe others. 
This week we will talk, read, and write 
about favorite activities that shape our identities.

We continue to learn how to identify theme 
within a story by looking at what characters say, 
what they learn, and how they change. Students 
are giving speeches this week to show their 
analysis of theme. Monday begins NaNoWriMo 
and our novels will begin.

We have returned to Algebraic thinking: solving 
for an unknown. Using variables, coefficients, 
and constants, students continue to use the tool 
of algebra.

Mathia everyday, por favor.



Students will add a recording to their portfolio 
this week that shows that they can ask and 
answer questions about their food and drink 
preferences. They will also practice describing 
what they typically eat for different meals and at 
what time they eat them.

In science this week we are beginning our 
studies of chemical and physical properties in 
order to use that information to make 
observations about matter before and after a 
chemical reaction. Change in physical properties 
is evidence that the reaction happened.

Reminder: The "Happy Life Home" project is 
due on Monday November 1. Students will 
present their projects and have a chance to view 
the homes created by their classmates. We will 
then move into "Harrison Bergeron" by Kurt 
Vonnegut.

Students will continue working Module 4, Topic 
3: Drawing Inferences. Students needing help 
are encouraged to work on MATHIA at home.

Students have mostly finished the Science Fiction 
unit—we may read another story this week. They 
wrapped up their Sci Fi Screenplay Pitches---and 
WOW! They had some great stories waiting to be 
made. 

We have begun our unit on Latin America. We 
have a physical map quiz on Monday. Students 
have a study guide.

Students will add a recording to their 
portfolio this week that shows that they can ask 
and answer questions about their food and 
drink preferences. They will also practice 
describing what they typically eat for different 
meals and at what time they eat them.

This coming week, the 7th graders will continue 
our science fiction as social commentary unit by 
completing and presenting their “Veldt” 
projects. We will then move into “Harrison 
Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut.

Math students will test over Inferences on 
Monday and move on to Angles and Triangles 
throughout the remainder of the week. Anyone 
needing additional help is encouraged to call the 
Homework Hotline after school at 316-973-
4411. Mathia modules are also unlocked if 
students prefer additional practice.

Students will continue working on our 
final probability unit Module 4 Topic 3 Drawing 
Inferences. Any student needing extra help 
is encouraged to utilize Mathia or call the Homework 
Hotline after school at 973-4411. they can login to 
the class team to attend class. Please let me know if 
you have any questions or concerns.



This week students will describe and compare 
parts of school buildings in the United States and 
Ecuador. They will watch authentic videos about 
a school in an indigenous community in Ecuador 
and a traveling donkey library! There will also be 
opportunities for students to provide evidence 
that they are meeting the learning goals for this 
unit.

In science this week we are continuing our 
studies of forces at a distance (electrical and 
magnetic fields and gravity) in order to apply it to 
understanding the solar system and cycles 
including day/night, seasons, years.

The trial of the century has concluded thanks to 
a robust jury pool. THANK YOU to the parents 
who were able to attend. I hope to find ways to 
get all of you in to see your student's work. I am 
truly honored to work with this group of 
students. This week will bring a transition to 
research—evaluating sources, choosing topics, 
and developing note-taking systems.

Students will turn in their Revolutionary Plot 
Diagram on Monday, which will lead us into our 
next unit on the writing of the Constitution. This 
unit includes a large project called We the 
People, which will culminate with students 
presenting papers to panels of judges in mock 
senate hearings in December. As you make 
appointments, etc. please make sure you child 
will be here on the morning of December 10th 
for the hearings.

This coming week, the eighth graders will 
continue finding and evaluating sources for their 
personal projects, as well as collecting 
information.

Math students will continue to cover Systems of 
Equations next week with several opportunities 
to earn a 3.0 or a 4.0. Anyone needing additional 
help is encouraged to call the Homework Hotline 
after school at 316-973-4411. Mathia modules 
are also unlocked if students prefer additional 
practice.

Using the Theorem of the sum of the interior 
angles of a triangle, students are deconstructing 
and constructing other polygons to determine 
the interior and exterior sums of the angles.

Students will continue working on our Systems 
of Equations Supplemental Unit by solving by 
graphing and substitution.  Any student needing 
extra help is encouraged to utilize Mathia or call 
the Homework Hotline after school at 973-
4411. Please let me know if you have any 
questions or concerns.
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8th Grade High School Information

8th Grade Presentations
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Technology Information

Google Classroom Microsoft Teams

Berry, Kathleen 

6th Grade Math & Science

Brown, Kristin

6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies

Jenney, Charles 

7th and  8th Grade Science

Sims, Katherine 

7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Taylor, Mike

6th and  8th Grade Language Arts & Math

Flores, Tara

6th, 7th and  8th Grade Spanish

Johnson, Cathy

6th and 7th Math & Language Arts

Lavacek, Molly 

7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Polson, Elizabeth 

6th Grade Spanish

Rowley, Michele 

7th and  8th Grade Social Studies

Sinsel, Jennifer 

7th and  8th Grade Math

Van Horn. Denise 

7th and  8th Grade Math

Important Usernames
Passwords will be what the student sets for 

their account

Rapid Identity:

Username:  pupil ID

Microsoft 0365 & Teams:

Username:  pupil ID@usd259.net

Student Email Address:

firstname.lastname@students.usd259.net

Student Vue

Username:  pupil ID

Google Classroom

Username:  pupil ID@usd259.net

Verizon Innovative Learning provides free 

technology, access ad innovative learning 

programs that transforms the learning experience. 

Visit https://sites.google.com/usd259.net/rms-

vils/home to learn more information.

https://sites.google.com/usd259.net/rms-vils/home
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Microsoft Teams Settings

Team Meeting Settings

• Update Preferences:  Click on the image in the 

upper right hand corner.

• Change Picture:  Add either a picture of yourself or 

Btmoji so that when your camera is off, we can identify 

you.  

• Settings:  A few settings you may want to update:

• Click on Edit for Meetings, and change your 

meeting chat notifications to mute so that 

during the meeting notifications do not pop up.

Completing Assignments in Teams
Teacher Assigns A Document to Edit

Open in Microsoft/Download:  Complete the assignment as 

normal.  You will need to save the document to your One Drive, 

then add a the file to the assignment to turn it in. When you are 

ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right corner.

OR 

Open Online: Complete the assignment as normal.  Close page 

when assignment is completed, your file will save automatically 

to your SharePoint.  If you need access later, you can find it in 

the assignment or in the files tab in the Teams App. When you 

are ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right 

corner.



Page 9

Virtual Class Meeting Expectations

Microsoft Teams Meeting/Class Expectations (SRG Employability Skills)

1. Do NOT join the meeting until the organizer has started the meeting.

2. Attend class in an environment conducive to your learning (sitting up, dressed for school, 

minimal distractions) and supplies ready.  

3. We encourage you to have your camera on during direct instruction and interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a school appropriate background when your camera is on.  During work 

time you may turn your camera off.

4. Use appropriate language with written and oral communications. Keep your comments 

respectful, clean and focused on class. 

5. Only use the “chat” feature when directed to during class time.  The chat is your classroom, 

think of it as what you would say if you were to raise your hand in class.  

6. Follow appropriate social media and computer/device usage etiquette as a student of 

Wichita Public Schools. 

7. Please refrain from any “silly” activity during class time that may detract from the short time 

we have together each week (e.g. costumes, silly backgrounds, turning your screen upside 

down, etc.). If you engage in inappropriate behavior, you will be referred to Robinson 

Administration and your parents will be contacted. 

8. Please be aware that all digital information you enter can be read by district personnel. 

Nothing is private.

What is a Microsoft Team?

Each of your teams is a “separate classroom” where your teacher 

will post class announcements, materials, assignments, 

everything you will need for that class.

The General Channel will be used for teacher posts and 

announcement.  Each student should respond with an emoji only 

to indicate they have read the post.

The Questions Channel will be used if you have 

academic/procedural questions about the class, you can ask 

them on the Questions Channel.  Your questions are important to 

us. Please ask non-personal questions here. Personal questions 

should be emailed to your teacher.

Some teachers may be using Microsoft Teams for online classes.  To access 

Microsoft Teams through the Rapid Identity portal, you will need to sign in with 

your studentid@usd259.net and your district password. You can download the 

teams app on your computer or phone/tablet or use access on the web. 
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Microsoft Teams Meetings Tips
Participants

See who is in the 

meeting

Settings
To change setting 

when you are in the 

meeting.

Microphone On/Off
Enter the meeting with 

your microphone off.  

Turn on when you 

need to talk to 

teacher.

Leave Meeting
When the class is over 

use this button.

Chat
Only use the “chat” 

feature when directed 

to during class time.  

The chat is your 

classroom, think of it 

as what you would say 

if you were to raise 

your hand in class

Raise Hand
To indicate you have a 

question for your 

teacher

Camera On/Off
We encourage you to 

have your camera on 

during direct 

instruction and 

interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a 

school appropriate 

background when your 

camera is on.  During 

work time you may 

turn your camera off

Share Screen
Only share your 

screen if your teacher 

has asked you to.

Team Meeting Settings

Device Settings: If you need to change your camera or microphone 

settings

Gallery/Large Gallery/Together Mode: Different views available to 

see your teacher and classmates.

Apply background effects: You can blur your background or apply a 

filter for when your camera is on.

Turn on live captions: Live captions and subtitles for the event you are 

viewing.
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USD 259 District Calendar
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PIB Contact Information

http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib
The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) will be posted.  

The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events for the following week.  To 

access classroom websites you will need to use your Parent/Student Vue account.

If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 

note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600.

Berry, Kathleen 
6th Grade Math & Science

Email:  kberry@usd259.net

Brown, Kristin
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies

Email:  kbrown12@usd259.net

Flores, Tara
6th, 7th and  8th Grade Spanish

Email:  tflores@usd259.net

Jenney, Charles 
7th and  8th Grade Science

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net

Johnson, Cathy
6th and 7th Math & Language Arts

Email:  cjohnson14@usd259.net

Lavacek, Molly 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net

Polson, Elizabeth 
6th Grade Spanish

Email:  epolson@usd259.net

Rowley, Michele 
7th and  8th Grade Social Studies

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net

Sims, Katherine 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Email:  ksims@usd259.net

Sinsel, Jennifer 
7th and  8th Grade Math

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net

Taylor, Mike
6th and  8th Grade Language Arts & Math

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net

Van Horn. Denise 
Team Leader

7th and  8th Grade Math

Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net

Website


